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This Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Queer (LGBTQ) Oral History Project began as a key 
component of a cross-listed Boise State University course, Intro to LGBTQ Studies (GEN 380, 
HIS 381, SOC 497). Dr. Riley Caldwell-O’Keefe taught the course and designed the project as 
an interactive learning tool to help students understand LGBTQ history, with special emphasis 
on Idaho history, and the impacts of this history on local individuals. In addition to this history 
and context, students learned interviewing techniques throughout the semester. We discussed 
ethical considerations and obtained Institutional Review Board (IRB) approval for the project. 
Throughout the process, we worked with Boise State Special Collections and Archives librarians, 
Alan Virta and Cheryl Oestreicher. The culmination and digital release of the collection would 
have been impossible without them. We are thrilled and honored to offer these first-person 
insights which help provide a more well-rounded and comprehensive story of Idaho history. 
 
Name: Jon Swarthout 
 
Biography: Jon Swarthout was born in 1969 in Boise, ID. He had a positive childhood with 
parents who encouraged learning and art. Swarthout began performing as a child and started a 
theater group at the age of 13. His artistic focus transferred to ballet after getting a part in the 
local production of The Nutcracker. His talent led him to a performance arts high school in North 
Carolina. Upon returning to Idaho, he then danced with Ballet Idaho, and Idaho Dance Theatre 
and began teaching adult ballet. After teaching a children’s dance class, he began the Treasure 
Valley Institute for Children’s Arts (TrICA) with the goal that children will learn to believe in 
themselves. Swarthout is a father of twin daughters via surrogacy.  
 
Keywords: Kinsey Scale, spirituality, dancing, Free to Be You and Me, TrICA, surrogacy, 
parenthood, theatre  
 
Interview date: 2011 
Interviewer: Mat Kolsky 
Interview duration: 1:17:53 
City: Boise 
 
Timed Notation: 
0:00:05 Introduction questions 
0:01:55 Discussion of Kinsey Scale/Sexual Identification/Identity 
0:04:45 Childhood and family relationships 
0:06:45 Discussion of religious background in childhood 
0:08:23 Reading A Jehovah Witness book about Homosexuality and Masturbation 
0:10:43 Praying to God to make right and wrong clear to him, meeting a German exchange 
student and having a “coming out” 
0:13:55 Joining the International Churches of Christ 
0:16:33 Job as a pastor  
0:20:25 Coming out process , feeling “gay” thoughts as a child 
0:23:00 Deciding to act on gay feelings in high school 
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0:24:05 Falling in love for the first time with a man, discussing how identity and love/sexuality 
intertwine 
0:27:50 First experience with art-Going to see his mother’s puppet shows 
0:29:00 Being enamored with life’s possibilities-going into theatre 
0:30:41 Starting his own theatre company at age 13 
0:32:14 Auditioning for the Nutcracker-getting into dancing 
0:33:10 North Carolina School of the Arts 
0:33:50 Touring with The American Festival Ballet (Ballet Idaho) and the Nutcracker) 
0:34:28 Houston Ballet Academy, touring with as a professional ballet dancer 
0:35:05 Discussion of identity while touring-not acting on gay feelings (age 21-30) 
0:37:58 Move back to Boise 
0:39:49 Teaching ballet-move from adult to children 
0:43:00 The discussion on the foundation of TrICA 
0:47:55 Discussion of the Episcopal church where TrICA will be located 
0:51:30 Discussion of Identity in regard to TrICA’s mission 
0:53:38 Story about the Jewish wedding dance 
0:57:30 Future plans for TrICA 
0:59:28 How being a father has changed Jon’s life 
1:08:22 “As a queer person what or where is a place you feel most comfortable in Boise?” 
1:09:52 “What is a place you would avoid or makes you feel uncomfortable in Boise?” 
1:12:42 Story about watching a dance class full of misfits/Reads “It happens all the time in 
Heaven” 
 
